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CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS RECEIVES HONORABLE MENTION AT MAYORS CLIMATE PROTECTION AWARDS  
 

INDIANAPOLIS – The City of Indianapolis today received honorable mention in the large cities category by the 
2012 Mayors’ Climate Protection Awards, an initiative sponsored by the U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 
and Walmart. The winners were announced today during at a luncheon held in conjunction with USCM’s 80th 
annual meeting in Orlando.  
 
Indianapolis is joined by 12 other cities including Charlotte, N.C., and Los Angeles in receiving high honors in 
what’s considered a highly competitive award category. In its sixth year, the annual awards program 
recognizes mayors for innovative practices that increase energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions in their cities. An independent panel of judges selects the winners from a pool of more than 100 
applicants. The honorable mention recognizing Indianapolis’ local climate protection efforts is based on the 
City’s ability to lead by example in retrofitting city buildings, fleet, and streetlights for energy efficiency and 
cost savings.  
 
“The changes we are making to the City-County Building and City-owned buildings across the system – and the 
resulting savings – are a perfect example of how the City can become more sustainable while being 
economical,” said Mayor Greg Ballard, who accepted the honor in Orlando on behalf of the City of 
Indianapolis. “This honor demonstrates our progress when compared with other cities our size and fuels our 
continued efforts to make Indianapolis one of the most sustainable cities in the Midwest.” 
 
A few Indianapolis projects highlighted at the awards ceremony include:  

 Sustainable Facilities Initiative, which invested $18 million in energy-efficiency and water conservation 
measures in 61 city facilities. 

 Green fleet initiatives including retrofitting several fleet cars to propane fuel, which has 24 percent 
fewer carbon emissions than unleaded fuel with 90 percent of the efficiency.  

 Three LED retrofit street lighting projects – Monument Circle, 38th Street and Woodruff Place – that 
have converted 230 of the 800 City-owned streetlights to high-efficiency LEDs. 

 
USCM is the official nonpartisan organization of cities with populations of 30,000 or more. There are 1,210 
such cities in the country today. Its primary roles are to promote the development of effective national 
urban/suburban policy, ensure that federal policy meets urban needs, and create a forum in which mayors can 
share ideas and information. For more information on Indianapolis’ sustainable initiatives, please visit 
www.indy.gov/sustainindy.  
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